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(continued)

ETHIOPIAN PRELATES (continued).

SAWIROS (0. late eleventh century)

Siiwiros was immediate suc(:e..o~ to his maternal
unde, AbUlia Fiqlor, who had reared him ill Ethio
pia, The episcopate of &iwiros was distinguished by
a series of events, which are recorded primarily in
the Hiswry of lhe Palria'ehs.

After Fiq\or's death (c. 1077), &iwiros went to
Egypt, where he was conseeTated as metropolitan
bishop by Patriarch CYRtL II (1078-1092), To aid
him in this undertaking, &iwiros had obtained pre
liminary consent from the ,",werful amlr aHu}-ush
Badr al·Jamall, vizier (1074.,.1094) of the Fatimid
caliph al-Muslan~ir, by promising him gifts and im·
proved treatment of the Muslims living in Christian
Ethiopia. Immediately upon his return to Ethiopia
from Egypt, howe\'er, SAwirO!l was opposed as bish.
op by the Coptic monk 'AbdulI, who, under the
name of QOrll (Cyril). had earlier tried to USU,>, the
epi""opai throne from Abuna Fiq!or. &iwiros
emerged victorious, 'AbdOn being forced to flee
with whatever belongings he could collect. The fu·
giti>'e monk sought safety on the island of Dahlak
Kebr (Gff the coast of Mass,3wa), but was arrested
there by al·MuM...k (first of the archipelago sui.

tans), who stripped him 01 all hi. good. and sent
him to Cairo, where the vizier ordered hi. execu·
tion in H'. 80l/A.D. 1085-1086.

SAwiros, h>'ing been pan of his unde's entou·
rage, knew Ethiopia well and enjo}ed considerable
prestige. Thus, he was able to undertake a number
of rdonn., distinguishing himself aboye all hy his
fight against polygamy. Even the king (unnamed in
the Hi.lOry of In" Patriarchs) renounced all his
women, s,3ye hi. wife and one concubine who had
borne him children.

In October 1088, &iwiros, via hi. brother, RijAl,
.ent a present to Badr al·Jamal!. But the yj~ier

""orned the gift and complained to Rijal-before
the patriarch and many Coplic bishops, who had
been urgently summoned-that &\",'il"05 had not
fulfilled his earl} promises, in panicular, his prom·
ise to build four mosque. for the Muslims of Ethio·
pia. But Rijal replied that, on Ihe conlrary, hi'
brolher had even been imprisoned by the king of
Ethiopia precl~ly because he had agreed to Ihe
construction of seven mosques-mosques lhat had
been rapidly demolished by the Elhiopians. There
upon, the vi~ier commanded Patria~ch Cyril It to
wrile to the Ethiopian sovereign, urging him to re
spect the Muslims. A delegation, led by two Coptic
bishops, carried the patriarch's lener to Ethiopia,
along with a letter from Badr al·Jamall, in which he
th<calened 10 destroy the Coptic churches of Eg)-pt
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